
 
CYCLE A 

Theme / 

Term 

Autumn 1: Ocean Explorers Autumn 2: Ocean Explorers 

Planning 

Sequence 

Lost and Found 

Oliver Jeffers 

Leo and the Octopus 

Isabelle Marinov 

Additional 

coverage: 

 

 

Julian is a Mermaid 

Jessica Love 

The Magic Bed 

John Burningham 

 

Additional 

coverage: 

 
Bonfire Night; 

Remembrance 

Day; Christmas 

 

Length 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 10+sessions, 2+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes Own Version ‘losing/finding’ 

narratives 

Character descriptions, 

retellings, advice, instructions, 

non-chronological 

Fact File 

This is me! Posters, letters 

of advice, factual 

descriptions, logbooks, 

scripts 

Three-Verse Poems 

Instructions, writing in 

role, advertisements 

Own version fantasy 

story 

Setting description, 

additional scene, 

description of magical 

piece of furniture, lists 

Theme / 

Term 

Spring 1: Toys Spring 2: Toys 

Planning 

Sequence 

Toys in Space 

Mini Grey 

Grandad’s Camper 

Harry Woodgate 

Additional 

coverage: 

 

 

The Odd Egg 

Emily Gravett 

Send for a Superhero 

Michael Rosen and 

Katharine McEwan 

Additional 

coverage: 

 

 Length 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 10 sessions, 2 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes Own version fantasy world 

narrative 

Found posters, diary entries, 
speech bubbles, notes of 

advice, space logs, invitations, 
fantasy setting descriptions 

Own version Sequel 
narrative 

Labels, memories poems, 
interviews, photo album 
captions, ‘Wish you were 

here’ postcards 

Egg-Spotter’s Guides 

(non-fiction reports) 

Thought and speech 

bubbles, diaries, letter, 

certificate 

Own Version Superhero 

Narratives 

Wanted posters, letters, 

speech bubbles, diaries, 

emails, character 

descriptions 

Theme / 

Term 

Summer 1: All About Animals Summer 2: All About Animals 

Planning 

Sequence 

Pig the Pug 

Jo Williamson 

The Bear and the Piano 

David Litchfield 

Additional 

coverage: 

 

 

The Minpins 

Roald Dahl 

The Bear Under the 

Stairs 

Helen Cooper 

Additional 

coverage: 

 

 Length 15+ sessions, 3+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes ‘How to’ guide 

Character comparisons, fact 

sheets, shared poem, own 

version narratives 

Own version narratives 

about bravery 

Letters of advice, short 

news reports, writing in 

role, retellings, information 

posters 

Own Version Nature 

Narratives 

Danger posters, setting 

descriptions, character 

descriptions, information 

reports, postcards 

Information Texts 

Letters, retellings, own 

version narratives 



 
CYCLE B 

Theme / 

Term 

Autumn 1: Journeys Autumn 2: Journeys 

Planning 

Sequence 

Naughty Bus 

Jan Oke and Jerry Oke 

Sidney, Stella and the Moon 

Emma Yarlett 
Additional 

coverage: 

 

 

Lizzy and the Cloud 

The Fan Brothers 

Beegu 

Alexis Deacon 

Additional coverage: 

 
Bonfire Night; 

Remembrance Day; 

Christmas 

 

Length 16 sessions, 3+ weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 10 sessions. 2 weeks 10 sessions, 2 weeks 

Outcomes Own adventure stories 

Letters, diaries, 

sequels, non-

chronological reports 

Fact file about the moon 

‘Lost’ poster, labels, glossaries 

Guidebook for how to 

care for a cloud 

Descriptions, adverts / 

market stall pitches, 

letters of advice, 

postcard in role 

Own version ‘alien’ 

narratives 

Descriptions, commands, 

letters, nonsense-word 

dictionary, poems, non-

fiction reports 

Theme / 

Term 

Spring 1: Dinosaurs and Dragons Spring 2: Dinosaurs and Dragons 

Planning 

Sequence 

Dinosaurs and All that 

Rubbish 

Michael Foreman 

The Dragon Machine 

Helen Ward 

Additional 

coverage: 

 

 

Tadpole’s Promise 

Jeanne Willis 

If All the World Were 

Joseph Coelho – Sensitive 

subject 

Additional coverage: 

 

Length 10 sessions, 2 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 10 sessions, 2 weeks 

Outcomes Pamphlets 

Letters, setting 

descriptions, 

instructions, narrative 

retellings, pamphlets, 

posters 

Own Version Dragons Stories 

Dragon guides and encyclopaedia, 

letters of advice, dragon machine 

explanations, shopping lists, 

descriptions, letters 

Own Version Narratives 

Simple explanations, 

speech and thought 

bubbles, setting 

descriptions, extended 

explanations 

Non-narrative poems 

Writing in role,  diaries, 

letters of advice, short 

explanations 

Theme / 

Term 

Summer 1: Habitats and Environments Summer 2: Habitats and Environments 

Planning 

Sequence 

Stanley’s Stick 

John Hegley and Neal 

Layton  

 

House Held Up by Trees 

Ted Kooser 

Additional 

coverage: 

 

 

We are Water 

Protectors – Under 

Review 

Carol Lindstrom 

Jim and the Beanstalk 

Raymond Briggs 

Additional coverage: 

 

Trip: recount 

Length 11 sessions, 2+ weeks 10 sessions, 2 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 15 sessions, 3 weeks 

Outcomes Own Version 

Narratives 

Retellings, descriptions 

News Reports 

Descriptive non-fiction, life cycles, 

instructions for seed packets 

Environmental Campaign 

Descriptive  non-fiction, 

life-cycles, character 

description 

Sequel Stories 

Narrative retellings 

(including dialogue), 

thought bubbles, informal 

letters 
  



 
 

Additional books from scheme, not included in 2-year cycle: 

 Billy and the Beast by Nadia Shireen 

 Wolves by Emily Gravett 

 The Sea-Saw by Tom Percival 

 Goldilocks and the Three Bears by Lauren Child 

 I Want my Hat Back by Jon Klassen 

 Yeti and the Bird by Nadia Shireen 

 Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson and Emily Gravett 

 The Journey Home by Frann Preston-Gannn 

 Astro-Girl by Ken Wilson-Max 

 The Owl and the Pussycat by Isabelle Marinov 

 Iggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beatty and David Roberts 

 Rosie Revere by Andrea Beatty 


